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Watt Applauds Alaska’s 
Interior Employees 


Dressed in a plaid shirt and jeans, 
and speaking without notes, Secretary of 
the Interior James Watt talked informally 
with nearly 600 Interior employees for 
about an hour August 11 about Depart- 
ment programs and problems. He compli- 
mented the work in Alaska during his 
first 6 months as Secretary and urged 
continuation of the effort, specifically 
mentioning his hopes for an excess of the 
13 million acre state conveyance goal, 
and his desire to see employees correct 
misinterpretations of Departmental 
policy through the local media. 

Secretary Watt recognized the 
“tremendous conflicts and contradictions 
in managing Alaska’s resources’? and 
reiterated the Department’s common sense 


approach toward the task, a frequent 
theme during his visit here. He added 
that he became particularly concerned 
about the controversy surrounding some 
of his policies when he realized it could 
erode the confidence of public em- 
ployees. He pledged that BLM, USGS 
and the Bureau of Mines would “never 
again be accused of rape, ruin and run to 
define their activities.” 

During the gathering Watt took the 
opportunity to present two Unit Awards 
to BLM staff. The first was presented to 
the McGrath Resource Team for their 
work over the past year on easement 
identification. 


Continued, Page 4 


Photogrammetry Comes of Age With 


New Equipment 


Sometime early next year BLM— 
Alaska will plug in the most advanced 
mapping equipment available to help 
ease the demanding task of recording 
Alaska’s land and water acreage. Ray 
Thomas, Bob Arndorfer and their staffs, 
Spearheaded the effort which was made 
possible through supplemental funding 
in suppert of ANILCA. Contract bids 
for the equipment are due in mid-August 
and Ray says the equipment should be 
in place 90 — 120 days after a contract 
has been finalized. 


The equipment is state-of-the art. 
One major output will be digital data 
of water boundaries as interpreted from 
the NASA high altitude photography. 
This data will then be computer plotted 
to depict the water boundaries on the 
cadastral survey plats. Another major 
output will be orthophoto products. 
An orthophoto is a aerial photograph 


image that has been corrected to a spec- 
ific scale and has had distortion removed 
that was created by terrain relief. The 
orthophoto can be produced at various 
scales dependant on user requirements. 
It appears as a phototgraph but one can 
make reliable measurements on it as 
from a map. 


Ray says part of the terms of the con- 
tract are to provide training for the new 
equipment. Two presently on staff, 
Chuck Haddox and Harry Nevel. have 
the technical background to operate 
the equipment. Two additional posi- 
tions will be opening in Photogrammetry 
to work the equipment. 


The new mapping is designed for 
in-house use, largely in support of the 
Cadastral Survey program. If the public 
should request an available map, it can 
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New Floor Plan Drafted -- 
With Indelible Ink 


Rounds of planning sessions during 
most of the month of July have re- 
sulted in the unveiling of a final floor 
plan for the state office. The plan 
minimizes the number of moves while 
accomodating new BLM personnel and 
tasks. The state office’s two largest 
divisions, Technical Services and Convey- 
ances will remain pretty much in their 
existing locations with expansion to 
ajoining areas. These are the two divi- 
sions slated to hire new personnel under 
provisions of ANILCA. Resources will 
also remain in its location on the second 
floor, and will add floor space currently 
used by Appraisal. Much of Cadastral 
Survey will stay in place, with the ex- 
ception of the Branch of Field Survey 
which is headed for the Anchorage 
District. 


Those sections anticipating the most 
dramatic moves are EEO and Planning, 
down to the second floor in OSP’s spot, 
along with the investigator and Docket. 


The one that didn’t get away, displayed 
with venerability by Dick Dworskey, 
head of the Southcentral Level B Water 
Resource Study. Room and fair play 
doesn’t permit the companion photo, of 
Nancy Dworskey with the real keeper. 
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The Public Room will spread out in the 
space vacated by Docket. The Public 
Affairs recording studio will be expanded 
to take up larger space in the present OSP 
conference room. 


Most of the moves are in a domino 
pattern and cannot begin until OSP’s 
quarters are ready in the Old Federal 
Building, tentatively scheduled for the 
last week in August. Work on paint- 
ing, carpeting and phones is underway 
in anticipation of OSP’s move. It now 
remains for the Divisions to decide upon 
internal organization. 


PIPR Review Period 
Draws to a Close 


The end of the 1981 Fiscal Year, 
September 30, marks the last day of the 
PIPR (Performance Improvement and 
Position Reveiw) rating period. Com- 
pleted PIPRs are due back in Personnel 
November 16, with the exception of 
those in the Merit Pay categories. These 
GS 13, 14 and 15 managers and super- 
visors must have their PIPRs completed 
by September 14. One late PIPR in this 
category will delay the pay increase for 
all Merit Pay participants. 

Interviews or informal feedback 
should have been taking place throughout 
the year so when the final PIPR is sub- 
mitted there are no surprises for either 
manager or employee. The 1980 Civil 
Service Reform Act brought about 
changes in the summary rating categories. 
Rather than ‘outstanding’,  “satis- 
factory” and “unsatisfactory”, the new 
ratings have been broadened to five 
categories, Level I through V. New 


definitions for these five levels have been 
approved and _ are 
Personnel. 


available from 


PACE Exam Dates 
Coming Up 


A reminder for those interested 
in taking this year’s PACE, the 
Professional and Administrative Ca- 
reer Examination. Dates to sign up 
for the exam are between Septem- 
ber 14 and October 13 and the test 
will be administered October 28 
through December 12. 


In the Federal 
Building... | 


wwA Fading Glory | 


The Federal Building’s struggling atrium 
will be given a new start soon — GSA 
plans to have the garden replanted and is 
reviewing bids for the work now. The 
existing trees will be removed and we 
hope Anchorage’s low winter light will 
be kinder to the new tenants. 


..fipe for Pickin 


Meanwhile, outside the Federal Building, 
the plantings seem to be thriving. The 
garden’s blackberries are ripe; it’s time to 
check your favorite berry patch. 


.-A Double Take 


Federal Information Services is not the 
Federal Information Center. The former 
places newspaper ads offering to enter 
the names of those interested — and 
willing to pay the price — in BLM oil and 
gas lease lotteries. Federal Information 
Services is located at 205 East Fourth 
Avenue which is a private post office 
box. The lottery is legitimate but so is 
the considerable confusion created by the 
ads. 


.-A Helping Hand 


Some seem to be taking advantage of 
the cafeteria’s good work. When taking 
food and drink to your desk, transfer 
it to disposable containers. Apparently 
dishes are disappearing with regularity, 
only to show up stashed elsewhere in 
the building, or worse yet, not at all. 


..-Bite the Bullet 


The General Services Administration has 
completed construction of the Federal 
Building’s firing range along the north 
wall of the parking garage. Opening 
day was July 1. It’s designed to be used 
by all federal, city and state law enforce- 
ment agencies, with the possibility that 
the general public may be able to use it 
in the future. 
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Jack Gough, General Engineer with OSP, is scheduled to wrap up his duties in 
Alaska in September. Beginning October 4, Jack will be Manager, Operations 
and Maintenance (Supervisor, Electrical Engineer) for the Glen Canyon Power 
Plant at Page, Oregon working with the Bureau of Reclamation. Jack has been 
with the pipeline office since 1974, except for a year and a half assignment on 
the Northern Tier EIS as staff engineer. 


The Office of Special Projects is holding onto Lowell Russell for a while longer. 
He retired January 17, but was picked up for a year as a retired annuitant. He’s 
been with BLM since 1953 and plans to stay in Alaska once his current status is 
up in January of 1982. Lowell is a Realty Specialist on the Gasline Staff. 


The NPR-A team has a new face, Jacquelynn Dunn, who was born in Vietnam 
and has been in Alaska since 1977. She isa clerk typist, joining NPR-A August 
=F 


The Division of Conveyances welcomes several new employees. Harold Wolverton 
is now a Program Analyst in the Division, transferring from the State of Alaska 
Division of Emergency Services. Michelle Ward can now be found in the Cook 
Inlet Section as a Land Law Examiner, she arrived from F&WS, and Nellie 
Alloway has come from the Park Service as a Land Law Examiner Trainee. The 
Branch of State Selections welcomes two new staff to BLM, Bev Grafel has 
transferred from Ft. Richardson and Rachael White from the FAA. They are 
both Land Law Examiners. 


The Division of Conveyances has lost two employees this month. Jean Wienhold 
who had been a Land Law Examiner with the Arctic Slope/Calista Section 
is now with the State Division of Technical Services, and Mary Jane Sutliff, 
recently appointed as a Paralegal Specialist, has left to become a landsman 
with private industry. 


Administrative Management reports that Carol Holstrom has taken Pat 
Underwood’s place as clerk-typist. Pat is now with Special Projects. Carol 
transferred here from Washington state. And anew face will be delivering our mail, 
Mike Stevens started work August 10 as mail clerk. 


Personnel is getting some help in processing all these personnel changes from 
Doris Hill, a new personnel staffing specialist. Doris has been in Alaska for 21 
years, and joins us from Ft. Richardson. 


Dwight Sandlin, who has been with ADP since 1974, departed Alaska for Portland, 
Oregon July 27 where he is now Chief of the Information Systems Branch in 
the Oregon State Office. Dwight had been a Supervisory Systems Analyst with 
ADP. 


Title and Land Status has filled a number of positions over the past few weeks. 
New cartagraphic aids are Aurea Duboc, Kelli Suttie, Darrell Winter and Howard 
Levine. New T&LS cartagraphic technicians are Bruce Mobieus and Dominic 
Bernardo. And T&LS welcomes three new clerk typists, Evelyn Russell, Joan 
Haufler and Nancy Bird. 


And the pared down Public Affairs staff is pleased to have Mary Fechner join 
the group as a writer/editor. Mary comes from Tok, originally trained in en- 
vironmental interpretation, she performed admirably on her first assignment, 
interpreting the Minchumina land program for a magazine article. 
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Alaska People is published monthly 
for the employees of the Bureau of 
Land Management and is distributed 
statewide. It is produced by the 
Public Affairs Staff, Alaska State 
Officewe7 017 Ce Streets Boxee 3S: 
Anchorage, Alaska 99513. Phone 
(907) 271-5555. 


Acting Chief 


Public Affairs Steve Brooks 


Marnie Isaacs 
Xenia Hough 


Personal Notes 


POODLES AND PULIES — Elaine 
Brock, staffing specialist in Personnel, 
just returned from Whitehorse where 
she took the title Grand Aggregate in 
the Yukon Kennel Club Obedience 
Trials — that means she earned the 
highest average score for the show’s 
three days. Next she heads for the West- 
ern Regionals in Oregon as one of six 
selected from Alaska. Elaine shows 
poodles and pulies. A puli, by the way 
Jim, is an intelligent, vigorous, medium 
size Hungarian breed. 


BELLS IN THE PUBLIC ROOM — Con- 
gratulations to Barbara Miller, a contact 
representative in the Public room, on her 
wedding to Ronald Doleman. Ronald 
is stationed at Elmendorf and _ they 
joined forces on August 15. 


IF YOU’RE CONSIDERING BELLS — 
Two BLM employees, Jim Shiffer in 
Property Management and Jim Seidl 
with NPR—A, are part of a team called 
Engaged Encounter that meets with 
engaged couples for a full weekend of 
discussion about all aspects of married 
life. The sessions are normally held 
once a month but Jim Shiffer says this 
year has been particularly busy. The 
discussions are a reckoning which bring 
most couples closer but some decide it 
may be better wait. Engaged Encounters 
are also held in Fairbanks and Juneau. 
with plans to expand to rural Alaska. 
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State Office Personnel aes 


Figures Climb With New Area Manager Lou Waller ee the 


Tasks award for his staff. And Willa May Shore 
- was presented a Unit Award for her sec- 
tion’s work in conveying 9 million acres 


As of August 8 authorized positions in the state office number as follows. to the state during 1980. The section 
received an ominous compliment, Watt 


These figures include the new ANILCA personnel. said he wouldn't be surprised sf thea 
be able to speed conveyances beyond his 
own goal for the coming year. 


Permanent The meeting was then opened to 

beperrsep Yaar ase questions and Watt clarified that he was 

Technical Services 117 committed to continued funding for 
Conveyances 75 Advisory Councils, he was seeking sub- 
Cadastral 8] stantial funding and staffing increases for 
Management Services a3 a stepped up OCS program and that there 
Resources 25 was no truth to the rumor, as far as he 
7 knew, that the Alaska Native Claims 


Fire Management : 
State Director’s Office 3 Appeal Board was targeted to be dis- 
OSP 29 banded. 
NPR—A 15 Humor and optimism prevailed as Watt 
Planning 10 “2 said he would like to come back to the 
Public Affairs state in 1982, 83, 84 and 85 and be 
EEO welcomed with the same warmth he had 
ANCSA Program Mgt = found this trip, adding, “‘eight years from 
Water Resources now, when my term is up, [ll be re- 
membered as the Interior Secretary who 
TOTAL fixed the plumbing in the park bath- 
rooms.” 
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